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EDUCATION 
January 2006- January 2010, Department of Economics, University of Florence 
Phd in “Politics and Economics of Developing Countries” - Coordinator Prof. Giovanni Andrea 
Cornia 
Phd thesis title: “China Goes Abroad – Economic interactions with Africa” (supervisor Prof. Giorgia 
Giovannetti)  
  
November 2003- June 2004, Faculty of Political Sciences- University of Bologna 
Master of II level in International Relations. Awarded with partial scholarship.  
 
October 1997- May 2003, Faculty of Economics- University of Catania 
Degree in Economics  
Final dissertation in development economics: “Cluster development policies in Developing Countries: 
the case of India”, project financed by a scholarship of the research office of the University of Catania. 
Supervisor Prof. Tiziana Cuccia 
Final mark: 110/110 
 
February 2001- July 2001, Faculty of Economics- Universidade Nova de Lisboa (Portugal) 
Erasmus exchange programme. Modules: Human Resource Management, International Economics, 
Portugues language. 
 
WORK EXPERIENCES 
December 2009 – March 2011 
Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, European University Institute, Firenze 
Research Assistant for the European Report on Development (ERD) 2010 
 
June 2009 – November 2009  
Fondazione RES, Palermo 
Research officer for a project on the diffusion of innovation among Sicilian firms.  
 
February 2009 – October 2009  
Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, European University Institute, Firenze 
Research Assistant for the European Report on Development (ERD) 2009 “Overcoming Fragility 
in Africa – Forging a new European approach”.  
 
September 2008-May 2010 
Consultant for the realization of the Italian case study for the CASCC-Chatham House joint 
research project on “Chinese FDI in Europe”.  
 
June 2007- June 2008  



Department of Economics and Quantitative methods- University of Eastern Piedmont, Novara 
Research fellow for the programme “Global disequilibria and emerging economies from Asia and 
Latin America”. Working for a research project on the rise of multinationals from developing 
countries and on Chinese FDI in Italy.  
 
March 2007- June 2007  
PIN srcl Prato and University of Florence 
Research officer for the realization of a case study on the jewellery industrial district of Arezzo as part 
of the project financed by the region of Tuscany named “Mechanisms of change of the traditionally 
strong industrial district areas of the Tuscan economy”.  
 
September 2004- October 2004  
FEEM (Fondazione ENI Enrico Mattei), Venice  
Intern for the program named “Climate Change Modelling and Policy”.  
 
November 2002- March 2003  
UNIDO (United Nations Industrial Development Organization), Vienna  
Intern for the “Small and Medium Enterprises” branch in the field of the promotion of industrial 
development for small scale industries in less developed countries.  
 
TEACHING 
Tutor for the higher education course in ‘International Logistic’ organized by PIN scrl Prato and 
Savino del Bene spa – academic year 2007/2008 
 
Tutor for the Professionalizing Module in “Cooperation for development and fight against poverty and 
support to human development and to local economic systems” financed by the region of Tuscany – 
academic year 2006/2007 
 
Teaching Assistant for the post graduate course “International Aid for Development” during the 
Academic years 2005/2006 and 2006/2007. Course taught by Prof. Mario Biggeri 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
 
Referred Journals  
Sanfilippo, M. (2010) Chinese FDI to Africa: What the nexus with Foreign Economic Cooperation?, 
African Development Review, 22(S1), pp. 599-614. 
 
Amighini, A., Rabellotti, R. and Sanfilippo, M. (2010) Outward FDI from Developing Country MNEs 
as a Channel for Technological Catch-Up, Seoul Journal of Economics, 23 (2), pp. 239-261. 
 
Giovannetti, G. and Sanfilippo, M. (2009) Do Chinese exports crowd-out African goods? An 
Econometric Analysis by Country and Sector, European Journal of Development Research, 21(4), pp. 
506-530. 
 
Biggeri, M. and Sanfilippo, M. (2009) Understanding China's Move into Africa: An Empirical 
Analysis, Journal of Chinese Business and Economic Studies, 7(1), pp. 31-53. 
 
 



Books and Reports 
Biggeri, M., Montagna, F. and Sanfilippo, M. (2010) La cooperazione internazionale Sud-Sud, il 
sistema di aiuto cinese in Africa e la cooperazione tra Cuba e Venezuela (South-south cooperation, 
Chinese aid in Africa and the cooperation between Cuba and Venezuela) in Biggeri, M. and Canitano, 
G. (Eds.) Temi Avanzati di Economia e Politica della Cooperazione allo Sviluppo, Milan: Franco 
Angeli (in press) 
 
Giovannetti, G., Sanfilippo, M. and Velucchi, M. (2010) L’effetto Cina sulle esportazioni italiane 
(China’s effect on italian exports) in L’Italia nell’Economia Internazionale- Rapporto ICE 2009/2010, 
Rome: Istituto nazionale per il Commercio Estero. 
 
Amighini, A., Rabellotti, R. and Sanfilippo, M. (2010) Le multinazionali dei paesi emergenti 
(Multinational enterprises from emerging countries) in Gurrieri, A.R., Lorizio, M. and Novi, C. (Eds.) 
L'ascesa delle economie emergenti. Implicazioni economiche e giuridiche, Milan: Franco Angeli. 
 
Asmundo, A., Cutrona, S., Olivieri, S., Pitti, G. and Sanfilippo, M. (2010) Le Imprese Innovative (The 
Innovative Firms) in Asso, F. and Trigilia, C. (Eds.) Remare Controcorrente- Imprese e Territori 
dell’Innovazione in Sicilia, Rome: Donzelli. 
 
European Report on Development (2009) Overcoming Fragility in Africa – Forging a New European 
Approach, Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, European University Institute, San 
Domenico di Fiesole  
 
Giovannetti, G. and Sanfilippo, M. (2009) La Cina nelle relazioni economiche tra Europa e Africa (The 
role of China in economic relations between Europe and Africa) in L’Italia nell’Economia 
Internazionale- Rapporto ICE 2008/2009, Rome: Istituto nazionale per il Commercio Estero. 
 
Biggeri, M. and Sanfilippo, M. (2009) An empirical analysis of the Chinese Move to Africa in 
Zhongmin Wu (ed.) Financial Sector Reforms and the International Integration of China, London: 
Routledge.  
 
Sanfilippo, M. (2008), Il Distretto Orafo di Arezzo (The Jewelery Industrial District of Arezzo) in 
Trigilia, C., Dei Ottati, G. and Burroni, L. (Eds.) Innovazione nella Continuità. Meccanismi di 
cambiamento nelle aree distrettuali tradizionalmente forti dell’economia Toscana, Pisa: Pisa Plus 
Editions. 
 
Amighini, A., Rabellotti, R. and Sanfilippo, M. (2008) L’Avanzata degli IDE Cinesi in Italia (The Rise 
of Chinese FDI to Italy) in L’Italia nell’Economia Internazionale- Rapporto ICE 2007/2008, Rome: 
Istituto nazionale per il Commercio Estero. 
 
Sanfilippo, M. (2007) Ide Cinesi e strategia del ‘Going Out’ (Chinese FDI and ‘Going Out’ strategy) in 
L’Italia nell’Economia Internazionale- Rapporto ICE 2006/2007, Rome: Istituto nazionale per il 
Commercio Estero. 
 
Working Papers 
Pietrobelli, C., Rabellotti, R. and Sanfilippo, M. (2010) The ‘Marco Polo’ Effect: Chinese FDI in Italy, 
Chatham House International Economics Programme Paper N. 2010/04 
 



Amighini, A., Sanfilippo, M. and Rabellotti, R. (2009) The rise of multinationals from emerging 
countries: A review of the literature, PRIN 2007 Working Papers N. 2009/004, Dipartimento Scienze 
Economiche, Università di Bologna. 
 
Other publications  
Sanfilippo, M. (2010) I Cinesi a Termini? Riflessioni sull’esperienza delle imprese cinesi in Italia, 
Strumenti RES, Anno II, No. 3, April 2010 
 
Amighini, A., Rabellotti, R. and Sanfilippo, M. (2009) Gli IDE Cinesi in Europa e in Italia, Mondo 
Cinese, N. 138-139 
 
Sanfilippo, M. (2009) Nuovi Attori in un Mutato Contesto Globale: il Ruolo della Cina e la recente 
Espansione verso l’Africa, Il Ponte, XLV n. 7-8, July-August 2009 
 
Sanfilippo, M. (2009) La Cina in Africa: Opportunità e Minacce, Babel – Cospe News N. 2/09 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS  
“The Chinese Economy”, Workshop organized by the Bank of Italy, Venice International University, 
25-27 November 2010, Venice (Italy) 
 
“China’s Increasing Engagement in Africa in the Aftermath of the Financial Crisis”, Seminar organized 
by the African Development Bank, 25-26 March 2010, Tunis (Tunisia) 
 
“Financial markets, adverse shocks and policy responses in fragile countries”, European Report on 
Development Conference, 21-23 May 2009, Accra (Ghana) 
 
“‘Emerging Multinationals’- Outward FDI from Emerging and Developing Economies”, Copenhagen 
Business School,  9- 10 October 2008, Copenhagen (Denmark) 
 
Second summer school on the Chinese Economy, CERDI-IDREC/ University of Auvergne, 30 June- 2 
July 2008, Clermont-Ferrand (France) 
 
“Integrating China into the World Economy”, 18th Chinese Economic Association (CEA) Annual 
Conference, University of Nottingham, 16–17 April 2007, Nottingham (UK) 
 
RELEVANT SKILLS 
Languages: 
Mother tongue: Italian 
English: fluent (written and oral) 
Spanish: good working knowledge 
Portuguese: fair (certified 29-06-2001) 
Computing: 
Windows operative systems, Office package, internet and e-mail programs. 
Statistical Programs: 
excellent knowledge of STATA (up to version 10) 


