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The master’s degree in Urban and Regional Planning and 
Design (URPD) trains specialists in the field of knowledge and 
management of global change, through multidisciplinary and 
innovative methods. Negative aspects of globalization (i.e., 
low quality of contemporary urbanization, climate change, 
environmental disasters, large migrations, social injustice, 
pandemics, and the energy crisis) massively affect all living 
contexts that require urgent interventions. 
This master’s degree – built by the Department of Architecture 
(DIDA) and the Department of Agriculture, Food, Environment 
and Forestry (DAGRI) – adopts a multidisciplinary, integrated, 
and interactive approach to design strategies, with particu-
lar attention to the simultaneous use of technical and artistic 
methods. Projects developed during the two-year master’s 
degree are shaped by the integration of knowledge and meth-
odologies of urban and regional planning, river restoration, 
ecology, economics, landscape architecture, and agroforest-
ry, both in the Global North and South.



enrolment
The master’s degree is open to:
• Students with a bachelor’s degree obtained 

in Italy;
• European Union students who hold the title 

of Bachelor of Planning or Architecture;
• Students from outside the European Union 

having a three-year University degree or di-
ploma in Planning, Architecture or any other 
equivalent qualification. 

English language certification is a require-
ment for admission: 
• for students with an Italian bachelor’s de-

gree is required an English language level 
B2 (reading and listening comprehension);

• for students from abroad, not English 
mother tongue, an English language B2 lev-
el certificate must be presented within the 
end of the application window. 

The admission to the course depends on a 
comparative evaluation of the candidate’s 
past career. When deemed useful, the Eval-
uation Committee may ask the candidates 
for further requirements, including a (Google 
Meet) interview. If the candidate has some 
lacks in her/his previous academic career (ed-
ucational debts), he/she may be requested to 
fill them by attending and taking the exam of 
one or more single courses (taught in Italian) 
either within the Course of Pianificazione della 
Città, del Territorio e del Paesaggio, and, more 
generally, on behalf of the School of Architec-
ture of the University of Florence.



Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient 
and sustainable is the 11th Sustain-
able Development Goal of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment. The degree’s main goal is to 
make students able to meet this 
challenge, working to transform 
metropolitan areas, cities, towns, 
and remote areas suffering from 
depopulation, into resilient and 
“self-sustainable” places. In the 
degree, you will learn how to draw 
up plans and projects at different 
scales, from neighborhood to land-
scape, from city to large territorial 
and environmental areas. 

You will learn how to manage com-
plex projects and coordinate multi-
disciplinary working groups in the 
field of the built environment. Par-
ticular attention is paid to urban 
policies and citizen engagement 
tools in decision-making process-
es. The degree also deals with the 
knowledge and planning of rural 
and open areas, applying the con-
cept of “urban bioregion”. 
In particular, the master’s degree 
trains the following specialists:
• Regional Planner and Designer;
• Urban Planner and Designer;
• Expert in Public Policies and Par-

ticipatory Processes.
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Courses for the first year are as fol-
lows:
• Bioregional design Laboratory, 

composed by: 
 - Design for territorial and land-

scape heritage (6 cfu);
 - Integrated design for settle-

ments resilience (6 cfu);
 - Management and restoration 

of fluvial systems (6 cfu);
• Spatial Planning theories and 

models (6 cfu);
• Environmental and rural econo-

my (6 cfu);
• Design and management of ur-

ban landscape Laboratory, com-
posed by: 
 - Urban design (6 cfu);
 - Landscape architecture (6 cfu);
 -  Green infrastructures for ur-

ban environment (6 cfu);
• Planning and design for the Glob-

al South (6 cfu);
• Participatory planning and urban 

policymaking (6 cfu).

Courses for the second year are as 
follows:
• Strategic assessment for spatial 

planning Laboratory, composed 
by:
 - Quality assessment of urban 

wellbeing (6 cfu);

 - Economic and integrated as-
sessment of natural environ-
ment (6 cfu);

• Strategic spatial planning Labo-
ratory, composed by: 
 - Bioregional spatial planning 

(6 cfu);
 - Bioeconomic and sustainable 

local systems (6 cfu);
 - Ecosystem services for territo-

rial wellbeing (6 cfu).
In the second year’s second semes-
ter, students can attend optional 
courses and internship.

The master’s degree course in “Ur-
ban and Regional Planning and 
Design” includes an activity of in-
ternship to be carried out at one of 
the structures affiliated with the 
University for a total of 200 hours 
corresponding to 8 CFU. It is also 
possible to equate the planned in-
ternship with the performance of 
a work activity contractualized, if 
there is a close connection between 
the work and school fields. Recogni-
tion is subject to the submission of 
the application form and a final re-
port descriptive of work experience.
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Graduates acquire specialized and 
expert skills in urban, territorial, 
environmental and landscape plan-
ning and design, which allow them 
to carry out consultancy and coordi-
nate interdisciplinary project groups 
to manage public and private action 
in complex processes, take multidi-
mensional decisions and elaborate 
integrated projects.
Furthermore, by taking the State 
Exam, you can choose to enroll:
• in the Association of Architect;
• in the Association of Agrono-

mists.
Graduates will be able to carry out 
professional activities through 
managerial positions both in pub-
lic administrations of the territory 
(State, regions, metropolitan cit-
ies, provinces, municipalities) and 
in professional firms, study centers 
and agencies that provide analysis 
services, planning, design and man-
agement of the territory. In particu-
lar, the master’s degree trains spe-
cialists of the following profiles:
• territorial designer and plan-

ner;
• urban designer and planner;
• expert in public policies and par-

ticipative processes;

• forestry agronomist expert in 
territorial planning.

After the master’s degree, it will be 
possible to continue the studies in 
the following programs and cours-
es:
• the PhD program is the third ed-

ucation cycle. These programs 
aim to provide students with re-
search skills and capacities. PhD 
students are selected through a 
contest;

• 2nd Level Masters are scientific 
and higher-order courses issuing 
a post-graduate degree;

• specialization schools provide 
the students with a specializa-
tion in a particular professional 
field. These courses require com-
pulsory attendance and have a 
minimum of two years duration.
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The degree program promotes the 
international mobility of students, 
in Europe and non-European coun-
tries, in the context of community 
programs and cultural collabora-
tion, with the possibility of carrying 
out internships, workshops and 
study trips. Contact with different 
cultural and institutional realities 
is significant in the training course. 
Study trips can lead to research 
paths aimed at the degree thesis.
A program with the Michel de Mon-
taigne University of Bordeaux has 
been active for two years in the 
URPD master’s course, conferring 
the double title Planning and De-
sign of the city and territory - Ur-
banisme et aménagement. 

By accessing this program five stu-
dents can attend the second year 
of study in Bordeaux, doing an in-
ternship at Public Bodies, Public 
Planning Agencies (eg. Sysdau) or 
Research Bodies (eg. CNRS) and 
the thesis followed simultaneously 
by Italian and French teachers. The 
degree courses offer the oppor-
tunity to work in contact with for-
eign teachers and students in the 
context of international seminars, 
study trips, workshops, and training 
internships.
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contact
Santa Teresa
via della Mattonaia, 14 | Firenze

PIN | Polo Universitario città di Prato 
piazza Giovanni Ciardi, 25 | Prato

Secretary’s office
+39 0574 602 500
info.urpd@dida.unifi.it

website
www.clurpd.unifi.it 


