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The structure of the course aims at achieving expertise in 
spatial analysis and spatial management, with a particular - 
yet not exclusionary - focus on urban space. This expertise 
rests, precisely, in the shaping of theoretical, methodological, 
and technical competences for the collection, systematisa-
tion, elaboration, and dissemination of socio-spatial data, as 
well as for the production of cartographic material through 
GIS. Thematically, the curriculum pays particular attention to 
the ongoing complex socio-spatial transformations of cities, 
to the composition of holistic planning for local development, 
and to the enhancement of both tangible and intangible cul-
tural heritage. Acknowledging the actual needs within an in-
creasingly globalised labour market, the entire programme is 
taught in English, while a selection of courses is also available 
in Italian. The explicitly multicultural character that the Ma-
ster’s seeks to maintain is essential to achieving the educa-
tional and professional skills, a process which is significant-
ly centred on the students’ active participation in a variety of 
educational activities.



To attend the master’s program, candida-
tes must have acquired a Bachelor’s Degree 
(Laurea Triennale), in Italy or abroad, in one 
of the following, yet not limited to, scientific 
fields: geography; cultural heritage; history; 
education; environmental sciences; sociolo-
gy; political sciences; international relations; 
international cooperation; statistics; urban 
studies; regional planning; topography and 
cartography. 

Candidates with a degree in a field other than 
geography should demonstrate, through their 
transcript and eventually  an interview, to pos-
sess sufficient geographical knowledge and 
competences. 

Moreover, candidates must demonstrate 
fluency in English language, proved by a certi-
ficate of B2 level or above. In the case of the 

impossibility to provide such a document, the 
selection committee will evaluate the appli-
cant’s capacity of English language through 
the interview. 

Candidates who have any doubts regarding 
their eligibility are warmly encouraged to con-
tact the Professor in charge of admissions for 
a first assessment of their academic profiles. 
For more information on prerequisites, please 
consult the Master Degree’s website.  

admission
requirements



The principal aim that guides the 
entire programme is a balance 
between theoretical and methodo-
logical knowledge on the one hand, 
and technical and digital compe-
tences on the other, thus allowing 
graduates to comprehend, analyse, 
and represent the social, economic, 
and cultural phenomena that all 
together, and throughout various 
geographical scales, produce the 
spatial transformations experien-
ced nowadays worldwide.

All academic activities are framed 
by an international scientific-cultu-
ral perspective, the latter materiali-
sed through a considerable contact 
with non-European contexts and 
case-studies.

The knowledge and competences 
acquired by the Master’s students 
during their course are applicable, 
yet not limited, to the following to-
pics:
• the practical application of spa-
tial analysis projects;
• the collection of empirical data 
utilising both qualitative and quan-
titative research methods;
• the elaboration and organisation 
of geospatial information in da-
ta-bases designed specifically for 
spatial analysis;
• the digital production of thema-
tic cartography;

• the analysis of the socio-spatial 
effects of policy-making across di-
verse scales, also in cases of inter-
national cooperation;
• the elaboration of plans and 
projects for spatial development.

Moreover, the Master’s program-
me offers the possibility to acquire 
competences in geography tea-
ching through the creation of a spe-
cialised curriculum precisely focu-
sed on geographical education.

The educational activities inclu-
de lectures, seminars, and applied 
laboratories, while a considerable 
amount of teaching hours is dedi-
cated to fieldwork visits and exer-
cises. Given the highly participative 
character of the entire range of the 
teaching modalities, regular atten-
dance and participation is consi-
dered important. In case of limita-
tions to regular attendance (as, for 
example, in the case of working stu-
dents), the programme’s teachers 
remain available to adapt the curri-
cula and shape individualised ones.

Eventually, the international per-
spective is considerably enriched 
with the integration of educatio-
nal activities carried out by visiting 
scholars coming from academic in-
stitutions from all over the world.
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The Master’s graduates are guaran-
teed to acquire, at the successful 
conclusion of their trajectory, a pro-
fessional baggage of technical and 
theoretical competences suitable, 
amongst other, for the following ca-
reer paths:

• analysts in private or public rese-
arch centres for urban and regional 
studies;
• professionals in governmental 
institutions, either national or local, 
responsible for spatial manage-
ment, as well as for the manage-
ment of natural and cultural resour-
ces, in Italy or abroad
• professionals in international in-

stitutions and NGOs active in the 
wider field of international coope-
ration
• analysts in institutions and orga-
nisations specialised in the elabora-
tion, production, and dissemination 
of geographical and cartographic 
information;
• professionals in the field of geo-
graphic multimedia publishing, as 
well as of the dissemination and 
communication of environmental 
and touristic information;
• eventually, graduates are offered 
the possibility to be qualified for ge-
ography teaching in second-grade 
education in Italy.
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Together with the academic trai-
ning, the curriculum includes up to 
12 ECTS to be dedicated to stage 
and internship activities, in multiple 
ways, to spatial and regional analy-
sis and planning, to the conserva-
tion and enhancement of cultural 
heritage, and to international coo-
peration.
Students who are interested in fur-
ther advancing their own compe-
tences within the field of empirical 
geographical research, are offered 
the opportunity to carry out their 
stage or internship programme 
within the Master’s degree. It is 
possible to realise such internal in-
ternship and stage schemes at the 
Geography laboratories of the SA-
GAS Department, that is, the Labo-
ratory of Social Geography – LaGeS 
(www.lages.eu), and at the Labora-
tory of Applied Geography – LabGeo 
(www.geografia-applicata.it).
On top of that, additional educa-
tional opportunities are available 
thanks to the involvement of the 
Department of History, Archaeolo-
gy, Geography, Fine and Performing 
Arts (SAGAS) within the Diparti-
menti di Eccellenza national funding 
scheme for their exceptional acade-

mic performance.
In this framework, the Master’s 
programme is in the privileged po-
sition of suggesting to its students 
special activities such as:
• Access to the Percorso di Eccellen-
za, that is, a special academic sche-
me for second-year post-graduate 
students who have completed a 
minimum of 48 ECTS and have re-
ached an average mark of at least 
29/30. At the conclusion of the Per-
corso di Eccellenza, each participant 
is rewarded with the amount of 
1.000 euros;
• Funding for the organisation of 
scientific exhibitions and semi-
nars based on initiatives brought 
forward by the students of the SA-
GAS Department.

Moreover, since 2023 has been acti-
vated a postgraduate course (corso 
di perfezionamento) in Operatori 
internazionali per la cooperazione e 
la tutela del patrimonio culturale in 
contesti fragili.

Last but not least, the Master’s 
degree is compatible with PhD pro-
grammes in the wider spatial and 
geographical disciplines, both in 
Italy and abroad.
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First year

Subject       ECTS

Second year

Subject      ECTS

Urban planning and 
international cooperation 12

Topography and cartography 6

Quantitative methods for 
population studies 6

GIS for the analysis of 
environment and space 6

Introduction to 
spatial analysis 6

Urban geography: 
theories & methods 6

Anthropology of cultural 
heritage 6

Archaeology in conflict areas 6

choose one from 

 - Urban geography II: practice
 - Didattica della geografia

6

Urban design 6

Internship 12

Free choice credits 12

Final thesis 24



Capponi 
via Capponi, 9 | Firenze
Marucelli-Fenzi 
via San Gallo, 10 | Firenze
Santa Reparata 
via Santa Reparata, 93 | Firenze
Via Laura
via Laura, 48 | Firenze 

Student registration office
via Gino Capponi, 9  | Firenze
didattica.studiumanistici@
st-umaform.unifi.it
Student office
via Gino Capponi, 9  | Firenze
segreteriastudenti.capponi@unifi.it

degree’s website
www.spatialmanagement.unifi.it

offices and
contacts

Director and contact for admission
Matteo Puttilli 
matteo.puttilli@unifi.it

Internship
Mirella Loda
mirella.loda@unifi.it
International relations
Panos Bourlessas 
panagiotis.bourlessas@unifi.it
Lectures schedule
Camillo Berti
camillo.berti@unifi.it
Foreign student office
international.desk@unifi.it 


